
 

 

Teaching to the Common Core with the Visual Thesaurus 
 
If you are wondering about how to incorporate vocabulary instruction into your teaching, 
let the Common Core Standards be your guide and let the Visual Thesaurus be your tool! 
Here is a breakdown of the Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Standards for Grades 6-10, 
along with lesson and activity ideas that you can use to support your students in meeting 
these standards. 
 

● L.X.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

 
○ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 
 
Lessons:     
The Power of Words in "Charlotte's Web" 
A Victorian Vocabulary Challenge 
Salinger and the Vocabulary of the Vernacular 
"To Be or Not to Be" and the VT 
 

○ Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a word. 
Lessons:     
Body Language: Vocabulary Rooted in Latin Anatomy 
Rooting One's Way to Meaning 
 
Wordshop article: 
Prefixes: Windows into Unfamiliar Words 
 

○ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, 
analytical; advocate, advocacy). 
 
Wordshop articles:  
Sorting it Out: Word Sorts for Secondary School Students 
Seeing Words as Chameleons 
 
 

http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/the-power-of-words-in-charlottes-web/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/a-victorian-vocabulary-challenge/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/salinger-and-the-vocabulary-of-the-vernacular/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/to-be-or-not-to-be-and-the-vt/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/body-language-vocabulary-rooted-in-latin-anatomy/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/rooting-ones-way-to-meaning/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/prefixes-windows-into-unfamiliar-words/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/sorting-it-out-word-sorts-for-secondary-school-students/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/seeing-words-as-chameleons/


 

 

○ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 
 
Lessons:  
Say What? Mastering Some Hard-to-Pronounce Words 
Spanish-English Cognates in the ELL Classroom: Friends or Foes? 
Making Sense of Homographs 
Mad-Libbing Your Way Into Modern Poetry 
 
Wordshop article: 
Adverbs: A Horror Story? 
 

○ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
 
Lessons:  
Story Impressions: Judging a Book by its Key Words 
From Name Stories to Word Stories 
Using Words as a Way into Rick Riordan's "The Lightning Thief" 
Math Words with Multiple Meanings 
 
Wordshop article: 
SAT Reading Scores Keep Declining: What Should Teachers Do? 
 

● L.X.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

○ Interpret figures of speech in context. 
Lessons:  
Figurative Language in Toni Morrison's "A Mercy" 
Learning Idioms in ESL 
 
Wordshop article:  
Dissecting a Simile with VocabGrabber 
 

○ Use the relationship between particular words to better understand 
each of the words. 
 
Lessons:  
It's Opposite Day 
Introducing Synonyms to Early Writers 

http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/say-what-mastering-some-hard-to-pronounce-words/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/spanish-english-cognates-in-the-ell-classroom-friends-or-foes/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/making-sense-of-homographs/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/mad-libbing-your-way-into-modern-poetry/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/adverbs-a-horror-story/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/story-impressions-judging-a-book-by-its-key-words/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/from-name-stories-to-word-stories/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/using-words-as-a-way-into-rick-riordans-the-lightning-thief/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/math-words-with-multiple-meanings/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/sat-reading-scores-keep-declining-what-should-teachers-do/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/figurative-language-in-toni-morrisons-a-mercy/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/learning-idioms-in-esl/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/dissecting-a-simile-with-vocabgrabber/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/its-opposite-day/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/introducing-synonyms-to-early-writers/


 

 

Clicking your Way to Poetry: Composing Word Association Poems with 
the Visual Thesaurus 
 
Wordshop articles:  
Getting Beyond the Definition 
How Lewis Carroll Would Feel About Jeggings 
 

○ Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions). 
Lesson:  
Shades of Meaning 
 
Wordshop article:  
Getting at Connotation by Interviewing a Word 
 

● L.X.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
 
 Domain-specific Vocabulary Lessons:  
 Water, Water, Everywhere 
 The Continents and Oceans of the World 
 VocabGrabbing the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution 
 Branching Out With the U.S. Government 
 Words That Hold Court 
 Concept-Mapping the Key Terms of the Bill of Rights 
 Taking Apart the Top 25 Social Studies -Isms 
 The Three M's of Statistics: Mode, Median, Mean 
 Number Types: Where Vocabulary Meets Numbers 
 Using Key Words to Unlock Math Word Problems 
 Know Your Polygons! 
 The Mighty Elements 
 Vocabulary Bursting with Energy 
 What's Your Genus? Scientific Classification and the VT 
 Jargon-Busting Words of the Workplace 
 Making Sense of Liquid Measurement   
 Eating Right with a Little Help from the VT     
 
 Wordshop article:  
 VocabGrabbing Technical Jargon 
 

http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/clicking-your-way-to-poetry-composing-word-association-poems-with-the-visual-thesaurus/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/clicking-your-way-to-poetry-composing-word-association-poems-with-the-visual-thesaurus/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/getting-beyond-the-definition/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/how-lewis-carroll-would-feel-about-jeggings-2011/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/shades-of-meaning/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/wordshop/getting-at-connotation-by-interviewing-a-word/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/water-water-everywhere/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/the-continents-and-oceans-of-the-world/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/vocabgrabbing-the-preamble-to-the-u-s-constitution/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/branching-out-with-the-u-s-government/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/words-that-hold-court/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/concept-mapping-the-key-terms-of-the-bill-of-rights/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/taking-apart-the-top-25-social-studies-isms/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/the-three-ms-of-statistics-mode-median-mean/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/number-types-where-vocabulary-meets-numbers/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/using-key-words-to-unlock-math-word-problems/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/know-your-polygons/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/the-mighty-elements/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/vocabulary-bursting-with-energy/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/whats-your-genus-scientific-classification-and-the-vt/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/jargon-busting-words-of-the-workplace/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/mind-your-pints-and-quarts-making-sense-of-liquid-measurement/
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